The Divorce Suit
the party be held on Friday to give Mr* Parnell an oppor-
tunity to reconsider his position/* Colonel Nolan, trying
to gain time for thought, then moved that " the party should
meet in Dublin and settle the question there/' Parnell
supported this proposal in order that the party should be
removed from English, and brought under Irish, influences;
but it was defeated* The meetings, which continued until
December 6, were full of anger and emotion* Mr, Healy
was now the protagonist against ParnelL He was nine years
younger than his chief, and had offered him service and
devotion which were accepted or rejected without signs of
affection* When Mr* Healy's name was^put on the list of
counsel who were to defend Parnell against The Times,
Parnell struck it out; an unaccountable, and almost unfor-
givable, wound to a young man's pride*
We shall find occasion to condemn many things done at
this time by Mr* Healy, but the reader will do well to re-
member that this brilliant and sensitive man received extra-
ordinary and unwarranted provocation which a man of his
age, proud and passionate and swift in resentment, could not
be expected to endure. It is conceivable that some solution
of the problem set before the Irish members in Committee
Room 15 might have been found had Mr* Healy had more
control over his tongue: it is certain that such a solution
might have been found if Parnell could have looked upon his
lieutenant with a kindlier eye* The reports of the proceed-
ings in that room amazed and disgusted outsiders, some of
whom raised their hands to heaven and thanked God that
they were not as that lot were; but it is impossible for any
unsanctimonious man to read them now and not feel moved
by the tragic debates* Some of the speeches made during,
the discussions were of great quality* Some of them were
appalling in their meanness* Mr* Barry and Mr* Abraham,
to whom reference has already been made, were conspicuous
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